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“MissionShift  School of Urban Ministry:”
A New Name Challenging New Times

	As data from the 2010 census begins to be disseminated, it is clear that the Twin Cities are changing very quickly.  In the past ten years, our first ring suburbs are now becoming ethnoburbs, with several at the point where minorities are majority!  At the same time, the flow of Mexicans coming to the United States has become a trickle, because the two nations’ economies have dramatically changed.  Latinos from Andean and Central American nations continue to come to America, but tens of thousands of Mexican people have returned home. These are just a few of the surprises that the 2010 census data has given as it becomes available.
	The Twin Cities now has somewhere around 750,000 immigrants and their families, most of whom have never heard the Gospel. “Teaching Christians to Build and Lead Cross-Cultural Ministries” to serve these new immigrants has been the purpose of the School of Urban Ministry, now entering its 17th year of classes. Twenty years ago most of the new international immigrants lived in the core of the Twin Cities.  How that has changed!  Today we have thousands of immigrants living in third- and fourth-ring suburbs, as well as Pelican Rapids, Pequot Lakes, Worthington, and Fergus Falls.  Anywhere a job is available, immigrants will follow.  
	This pattern is a global phenomenon, as perhaps two billion people are in motion around the globe.  Some are relocating within their countries; the Chinese government is in the process of moving 420 million landless peasants off the land, into the cities.  People from everywhere are moving everywhere else. Every city is now a multicultural city.  This has created a new challenge for the church, “diaspora ministry.”  Diaspora refers to “the dispersion of any people from their original homeland.”  Today’s migration is the greatest migration in human history, and as this diaspora comes to every city and town on the globe, it presents a tremendous challenge and opportunity for the global church.
	The mission has shifted!  That’s the reason the School of Urban Ministry has added the name “MissionShift.”  Today, cross-cultural ministry in America is no longer just an urban phenomenon; in fact, the most successful cross-cultural church planting today is in the second- and third-ring suburbs. That’s where immigrant people live after they have settled down, become somewhat acculturated and ready to make relationships.  Thus, what the School of Urban Ministry teaches, how to introduce immigrants to Jesus and help to build ministries among them, is no longer just the task of urban churches.  It’s for your church, wherever that may be!
	The MissionShift School of Urban Ministry now meets in two locations, joined by real-time, two-way Internet video.  The original site downtown is at St. Paul’s Church, 1901 Portland, Minneapolis.  The second site is at Church of the Master in Brooklyn Center, 1200 69th Avenue North, Brooklyn Center, MN.  It meets on Monday nights, 6:30-9:30 at both locations.  The class may be taken for credit at several local colleges, and CEUs are available for professionals.
	The class is inexpensive, just $150 per semester; two semesters per year.  Scholarships are available.  To register, see www.SchoolOfUrbanMinistry.org  or call 612-874-0133.
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